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(Revised at Birmingham, December 2, 1921, in general ac- 
cordance with the principles for accrediting colleges, adopted 
by the national commission on college standards at New York, 
October, 1921.) 

STANDARD Number 1. Entrance Requirements. 
The requirement for admission shall be the satis- 
factory completion of a four-year course of not less 
than fifteen units in a secondary school approved by a 
recognized accrediting agency, or in a secondary school 
that is a member of this association, or the equivalent 
of such a course as shown by examination. The major 
portion of the secondary school course accepted for 
admission should be definitely correlated with the cur- 
riculum to which the student is admitted. Any college 
of this association may be called upon at any time for 
a record of all the students entering the freshman class, 
such record to contain the name of each student, his 
secondary school, method of admission, units offered 
in each subject, and total units accepted. 

Standard Number 2. Requirements for Graduation. 
The college should demand for graduation the com- 
pletion of a minimum quantitative requirement of one 
hundred and twenty semester hours of credit (or the 
equivalent in term hours, quarter hours, points, majors 
or courses), with further scholastic qualitative require- 
ments adapted by each institution to its conditions. 

Standard Number 3. Number of Degrees. The 
conferring of a multiplicity of degrees is discouraged. 
Small institutions should confine themselves to one or 
two. When more than one baccalaureate degree is of- 
fered, all should be equal in requirements for admis- 
sion and for graduation. Institutions of limited re- 
sources and inadequate facilities for graduate work 
should confine themselves to strictly undergraduate 
courses. 

Standard Number 4. Number of College Depart- 
ments. A college of arts and science of approximately 
one hundred students should maintain at least eight 
separate departments, with at east one professor de- 
voting his whole time to each department. The size 
of the faculty should bear a definite relation to the 
type of institution, the number of students, and the 
number of courses offered. With the growth of the 
student body the number of full-time teachers should 
be correspondingly increased. The development of 



varied curricula should involve the addition of other 
heads of departments. 

Standard Number 5. Training of Faculty. The 
training of the members of the faculty of professorial 
rank should include at least two years of study in their 
respective fields of teaching in a fully organized and 
recognized graduate school. The training of the head 
of a department should be equivalent to that required 
for the doctor's degree or should represent a corres- 
ponding professional or technical training. A college 
will be judged in large part by the ratio which the num- 
ber of persons of professorial rank with sound training, 
scholarly achievement and successful experience as 
teachers bears to the total number of the teaching staff. 
Honorary degrees are not recognized as a qualification 
for teachers. 

Standard Number 6. Salaries. The average salary 
paid members of the faculty is an important consider- 
ation in determining the standing of an institution. It 
is recommended that the salary of full professors be 
not less than $2,500 at present, and by 1923-24 not less 
than $3,000. The local cost of living and other factors 
shall be taken into consideration. 

Standard Number 7. Number of Class-Room Hours 
for Teachers. Teaching schedules exceeding sixteen 
hours per week per instructor shall be interpreted as 
endangering educational efficiency. In general, two 
laboratory hours will be counted as equivalent to one 
recitation hour. 

Standard Number 8. Number of Students in 
Classes. Classes (exclusive of lectures) of more than 
thirty students shall be interpreted as endangering edu- 
cational efficiency. 

Standard Number 9. Support. The college should 
have an annual income of not less than $50,000 and if 
not tax supported, an endowment of not less than $500,- 
000. The financial status of the college should be, 
however, judged in relation to its educational program. 

Standard Number 10. Library. The college should 
have a live, well distributed, professionally adminis- 
tered library of at least 8,000 volumes, exclusive of 
public documents, bearing specifically upon the sub- 
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jects taught and with a definite annual appropriation 
for the purchase of new books in keeping with the 
curriculum. 

Standard Number 11. Laboratories. The labora- 
tory equipment shall be adequate for all the experi' 
ments called for by the courses offered in the sciences,, 
and these facilities shall be kept up by means of an 
annual appropriation in keeping with the curriculum. 

Standard Number 12. Separation of College and 
Preparatory School. The college may not maintain a 
preparatory school as part of its college organization. 
In case such a school is maintained under the college 
charter it must be kept rigidly distinct and separate 
from the college in students, faculty, buildings, and 
discipline. 

Standard Number 13. Proportion of Regular Col- 
lege Students to the Whole Student Body. At least 
seventy-five per cent of the students in a college should 
be pursuing courses leading to baccalaureate degrees in 
arts and science. Soldier rehabilitation students should 
not be considered in the twenty-five per cent of irreg- 
ular and special students at present. 

Standard Number 14. General Statement Con- 
cerning Material Equipment. The location and con- 
struction of the buildings, the lighting, heating, and 
ventilation of the rooms, the nature of the laboratories, 
corridors, closets, water supply, school furniture, ap- 
paratus, and methods of cleaning shall be such as to 
insure hygienic conditions for both students and teach- 
ers. 

Standard Number 15. General Statement Concern- 
ing Curriculum and Spirit of Administration. The 
character of the curriculum, efficiency of instruction, 
the scientific spirit, the soundness of scholarship, the 
standard for regular degrees, the conservatism in 
granting honorary degrees, and the tone of the insti- 
tution, shall also be factors in determining its standing. 
The curriculum should provide both for breadth of 
study and for concentration. It should have justifiable 
relation to the resources of the institution. 

Standard Number 16. Extra Curricular Activities. 
The proper administration of athletics, amusements, 
fraternities, and all other extra curricular activities, is 
one of the fundamental tests of a standard college. 

Athletics. The college members of the Association 
will be expected to make regular reports on their sup- 
ervision of athletics, showing that the latter are on a 
clean and healthy basis, that they do not occupy an 
undue place in the life of the college, and that strict 



eligibility and scholarship requirements are enforced. 
Professionalism or commercialism in athletics shall dis- 
qualify a college from membership in the approved list 
of the association. 

Standard Number 17. Standing in the Educational 
World. The institution must be able to prepare its 
students to enter recognized graduate, professional, or 
research institutions as candidates for advanced de- 
grees. In evidence statistics of the records of the grad- 
uates of the college in graduate or professional schools 
shall be filed with the Commission on Institutions of 
Higher Education on demand. 

Standard Number 18. Professional and Technical 
Departments. When the institution has in addition to 
the college of arts and science professional or technical 
departments, the college of arts and science shall not 
be accepted for the approved list of the association un- 
less the professional or technical departments are of 
approved grade, national standards being used when 
available. 

Standard Number 19. Inspection. No college will 
be recommended for membership until it has been in- 
spected and reported upon by an agent or agents regu- 
larly appointed by the commission. Any college of the 
association shall be open to inspection at any time. 

Standard Number 20. Filing of Blank. No insti- 
tution shall be placed or retained on the approved list 
unless a regular information blank has been filed with 
the commission. The list shall be approved from year 
to year by the commission. The blank shall be filed 
triennially, but the commission may for due cause call 
upon any member to file a new report in the meantime. 
Failure to file the blank shall be cause for dropping 
an institution. 

Regulations of the Association 
Applications for membership should be made on 
blank forms (the information blank mentioned above) 
which may be secured from 1 the secretary of the com- 
mission. The blanks should be accompanied by copies 
of the latest catalogue, which should go to each mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the commission. In 
order that due consideration may be given them, all 
applications for membership must be in the hands of 
the secretary before January 1 in order to be acted 
upon at the subsequent meeting of the commission. 

The standards and regulations published by insti- 
tutions applying for admission must have been in oper- 
ation for a considerable time before they will be re- 
garded as valid and permanent. 



